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The past year has been an eventful
one for the InterRidge Initiative.
Throughout 1993, meetings and
workshops have been held,
scientific ideas exchanged and
information shared as InterRidge
evolves towards the completion of
its first, general planning phase.
There has also been progress
towards establishing the constitu-
tion of InterRidge as a group of
Principal and Associate member
nations, and in reviewing ways
and means to organize an effective
science program.

The United States, France, the
United Kingdom, Japan, Spain
and Portugal have confirmed their
membership. Germany, Australia,
Canada and Iceland have indi-
cated that they hope to be able to
do so soon. The InterRidge
Steering Committee and the
InterRidge Office will continue to
maintain or initiate contacts with
other nations interested in mid-
oceanic research. The recommen-
dation made at the 1992 General
InterRidge Meeting that the
research objectives of InterRidge
be pursued under three principal
themes or integrated projects with
corresponding working groups
and workshops, has proved
fruitful.

The Global Studies Workshop
was held in April 1993 [see
InterRidge News vol. 2, n. 1] to
develop a strategy to achieve a
first order characterization of the
entire Mid-Ocean Ridge system
within a decade. The workshop
focused on exploration of the long,
unexplored sections of the Pacific-
Antarctic Ridge, the Southwest
Indian Ridge and the Southeast

Indian Ridge. Approaches to the
investigation of Arctic ridges will
be discussed in a future work-
shop.

The three workshops orga-
nized this year by the Meso-scale
Working Group centered around
the themes of ridge segmentation,
the quantification of fluxes
associated with mid-oceanic
ridges and accretionary processes
in back-arc basins. The Segmenta-
tion and Fluxes Workshops, held
in the University of Durham in the
UK on September 24 &25, was
preceded by a 2-day Symposium
on “Ridge segmentation pro-
cesses: progress towards predic-
tive models.” At the Back-arc
basin Workshop, held in the
University of Washington, Seattle,
USA on October 11-13, discussion
centered around the influence of
subduction on aceretion in back-
arc basins [see summaries, pageZ].

Reports of the Global Work-
shop and of the Meso-scale
Symposium andWorkshops are
currently in preparation and will
be published in early 1994. The
Active Processes Working Group
is preparing a preliminary aims
and planning document intended
to serve as a basis for a workshop
to be convened in spring 1994,
Finally, consideration is being
given to forming a standing
committee for Biology with an
initial objective of holding a
workshop particularly devoted to
ridge related biological research.

In addition to organizing
workshops and meetings,
InterRidge has been preparing its
first rotation of the InterRidge
Office to a new host country. As

of January 1, 1994, the Office will
be located in the University of
Durham under the responsibility
of Roger Searle, who will at that
time also take over the InterRidge
Chairmanship. In October of
1993, Trileigh Stroh resigned from
her post as InterRidge Coordina-
tor. We owe her our appreciation
for her many and imaginative
contributions to the InterRidge
initiative since its creation.
Heather Sloan has been acting as
InterRidge Coordinator in the
University of Washington, and
will move to the University of
Durham in December 1993.

With the relocation of the
Office, InterRidge will act to
consolidate scientific planning, to
strengthen links with other
international projects and organi-
zations, such as ODP and 1C5U
and to build on initial efforts to
improve information exchange by
compiling an easily accessible
information data base of recent
and current ridge cruises. Scien-
tific priorities and problems
identified in the 1993 workshop
discussions and reports provide
an excellent framework for
initiating and developing commu-
nity endorsed InterRidge projects.
The next steps will be to hone
plans for specific projects in the
coming years through focused
discussion among member
nations.

A short, updated[Dec, 1993]
version of the Initial Program Plan
will be available from the
InterRidge Office in early 1994.
The next General InterRidge
Meeting is planned for 1995,

J.E. Delaney and H.D. Needham
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Meso-scale Working Group Symposium & Workshop Summaries

- H. Sloan, InterRidge Coordinator

Segmentation and Fluxes at Mid-Ocean Ridges Symposium and Workshops

The InterRidge Meso-Scale
Working Group Symposium and
Workshops entitled Segmentation
and Fluxes at Mid-Ocean Ridges
were convened in Durham,
England, September 22-25 by
Roger Searle, Jian Lin and John
Sinton (Segmentation) and by
Harry Elderfield and Catherine
Mével (Fluxes). The objectives set
out by the Working Group for this
meeting were to define the types
of projects and experiments,
geographic areas, international
collaboration, and the role of the
InterRidge Initiative in ensuring
rapid progress in understanding
ridge segmentation. The two day
Symposium consisted of a series
of invited keynote presentations
aimed at summarizing the recent
progress and current work in the
field of ridge segmentation.
Divided into the broad categories
of tectonics and petrology, key-
note presentations focused on

morphological and tectonic
segmentation at slow, intermedi-
ate and fast spreading ridges;
large-scale segmentation; mantle
dynamics; crustal melt transport;
time scales of magmatic processes;
petrological, geochemical, gravity
and seismic constraints on seg-
mentation and the interaction
between magmatism and tectonic
segmentation. The innovative
scheduling of kevnote presenta-
tions left ample time for animated
and stimulating discussion
following each talk. There were
over 110 participants from 7
countries and more than 70
contributed presentations, mostly
in the from of posters. The
symposium provided a represen-
tative overview of current ridge
segmentation investigations.

The Workshops, held during
the two days following the
Symposium, provided the oppor-
tunity for investigators with

diverse interests to work together
towards an enhanced knowledge
of ridge segmentation and im-
proved solutions to the problems
posed by its study. Subdivided
into three sub-groups, the Seg-
mentation Workshop tackled the
questions of dimensionality of
mantle flow and melt delivery, 4-
D architecture of the lithosphere,
and temporal variability. The
Fluxes Workshop concentrated on
methods to quantify all fluxes and
their spatial variability occurring
within a volume of the ridge
modeled by a box extending from
the mantle to the water column
and appropriate distances along
and across strike of the ridge.
Recommendations made by the
workshops converged particularly
on international cooperation on a
segment scale experiments which
would quantify the fluxes and
reveal the spatial and temporal
variability of a spreading segment.

The Back-arc Basin Workshop
was convened by Julian Pearce
and Kensaku Tamaki on October
11-13 1993 at the University of
Washington, Seattle, USA. The
focus of the workshop was on the
influence of subduction on crustal
formation in back-arc basin
settings and the recognition that
both ophiolites and currently
important economic ore bodies are
more closely associated with
closed back-arc basin systems than
the open system of the Mid-Ocean
Ridge. The workshop was orga-
nized around the presentation of
general summaries of current
knowledge of marginal basins and
of activity reports, followed by

Back-arc Basin Workshop

separate and joint working group
meetings on spreading processes ,
melt generation and biogeochemi-
cal fluxes. The workshop was
attended by twenty five people
from half a dozen countries.

One recommendation coming
out of the workshop was that an
index of existing and planned
databases from back-arc basins be
compiled, administrated, and
distributed by the InterRidge
Office. In addition it was sug-
gested that geophysical and
geochemical database archives be
compiled by scientists working in
back-arc basins and be adminis-
trated through the InterRidge
Office. The participants agreed

that InterRidge could effectively
aid in the quantification of along
segment variations by encourag-
ing swath bathymetric, gravity
and seismic refraction studies and
additional tomo-graphic investiga-
tions as well as rock sampling for
geochemical work in back-arc
basins. These efforts would be
coupled with long-term monitor-
ing of mass and energy fluxes,
including hydrothermal fluxes
and seismic activity, particularly
using abandoned sea-floor com-
munication cables. It was recom-
mended at the workshop that
InterRidge studies of marginal
basin accretion be linked as much
as possible with ODP. (%)
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InterRidge National Correspondents

FRANCE

D, Jean Francheteau

Liniversité de Bretagne Occidentale
Départ. des Sciences de la Temre
Avenua la Gorgeu

28287 Brest Cedex FRAMCE

Phone; 98-31-61-21

Fax: 98-31-66-20
E-mail;

franch @ catamaran-gw.uni-brest.fr
Telex: 840627 IFREMER F
GERMANY

Dr, Hans-Ulrich Schminchke
GEOMAR
Forschungszentrum tlir Marine
Geowissanschaften
Wischhofstrazse 1-3, Geb. 12
24148 Kiel GERMANY
Fhona: (431) 725301
Fax: (431) F202-217

JAPAN

Dr, Kensaku Tamaki

Ocean Research Institute
University of Tokyo

1-15-1, Minamidai, Makano-ku

Tokyo 1od JAPAN

Phone: 3-5351-p443
Fax: 3-5351-p445
E-mail:

tamaki@aixd.oru-tokyoacip

SPAIN
Dr. J. Acosta
Department of Marine Geology

Instituto Espanol de Oceanografia

C/Corazon de Maria, 8, 18
28002 Madrid SPAIN
Phona: (1) 347 36 18

Fax: (1) 413 55 97

John B, Delaney—eco-chair
(address above)

Daniel Desbruyéres
Directeur du Départemant
Envirannement Profond

IFREMER-DROVEP
Centre de Brest: BP 70

Plouzang 28280 FRANCE
Fhona: 08-22.43-01
Talex: Océan A B40627 F
Fax;: GB-22-45-47
Telemall: D.DESBRUYERES
Rebert Datrick

RIDGE Office

Wioods Hole Oceancgraphic Inst.
Woods Hole, MA 02543

Phone:  508-457-2000 x.3335
Fax: 508-457-2187
E-mail: ridge @ copper.whoi.edu
Telemail: R.DETRICK

ar

O, Migual Canals

Group of Marine Geaology

Department of Dynamic
Geaology

University of Barcelona

Mucli Universitari de Pedralbes

0BO71 Barcelona SPAIN

Phong: {3) 402 13 60

Fax: {3) 402 13 40

Dr. Jehnson RB. Cann
Department of Earth Sciances
University of Lesds

Laeds
LS29JT UNITED KINGDOM
Fhane: R32-335200
Fax: BE2-336017
E-mail;

cannj @ earth loeds.ac,uk
LsA

Dr. John A, Delaney

Schodl of Oceanagraphy, WB-10
University of Washington

Seattle, WA 98195 USA

Fhana: 20654 3-4830
Fax: 206/543-0275
E-mall:

jdelaney @ uwashington.edu
Telex: 7402021 GLEL

WORKING GROUF CHAIRS
Global:
Meso-scale:

Active Processes:

InterRidge Steering Committee

P. Jeff Fox
University of Rhode lskand
Graduate School of Oceanography
Maragansatt, Rl 02332 LSA
Phore: 401/792-6878
Fax: ANSTH2-6160
E-malil:

jfox & gsosunl.gso.urn.eduy
Telermnail: JFOX

Jean Erancheteau

[address above]

Chartes Langmuir

Lamont-Doherty Geological
Ohservatony

Palisades, NY 10984 USA

Fhone: 914/355-2900

Fax: 214/365-3183

E-mail:

langrrinE amontidgo.colurmibia.ecdu

Telemail: C.LANGMUIR

Telex: T10-576-2653

Charles Langmuir

Martin C. Sinha

Johnson B, Cann

AUSTRALIA

Dr. Tony Crawlord

QODF Office, Geology Department
Univarsity of Tasmania

GPO Box 2620 Haobart
Tasmania, AUSTRALIA 7000
FPhaone: 02-202476
Fax: (2-232647
CANADA

Dr. John Malpas

Memarial University

Centre for Earth Resources
Research

5t. John's, Newfoundland

CANADA,

Fhone; T09-737-8142
Fax: F09-737-2589
E-mail: odp@kean,ucs, mun.ca
ICELAND

Cr. Kar Gromold

Mordic Violcanclogical Institute
University of Iceland
Geoscience Bullding, Sudurgata

101 Reykjavik  IGELAND
Phone: 1-684300
Fax: 1-620767
E-mail; kar @ nonvol.hi.is
Telax; 2307 I1SINFO
PORTUGAL

Dr. J. Miguel A. Miranda

C. Geofizsica da Universidade
da Lisboa

Rua da Ezcola Politécnica, 58

1200 Lisboa

PORTUGAL
Phone: {1) 3961521
Fax: (1) 3953327

E-mail: foeocoul @ ptearn.bitnat

David Needham—co-chair
IFREMER/Centre de Brost
Départ. de Geosc. Marinas
B.P. 70 29263 Plouzang

FRANCE
Phorna: 08-22.42.21
Fax: 88-22-45-49
Martin C. Sint
Bullard Labs
Departmeant of Earth Sciances
University of Cambridge
Madingley Rise, Madinglay Road
Carmnbridgs
CB30EZ UNITED KINGDOM
Phong: 223-337149
Fax: ZE3-60779
E-mail:

sinha @ bul.esc.cam.ac.uk
Kensaku Tamaki
[address above)

KOREA

Or. Sang-Joon Han
Director, Marine Geology and
Geophysics Division
korea Ocean Research and
Devalopment Institute
Ansan P.O. Box 29
Seoul 425-500 KOREA
and
Dr. Bong Cheool Suk
Head, Marine Geophysics
Laboratory
Korea Qcean Research and
Development Institute

Ansan P.O. Box 29

Seoul 425-600 KOREA
Fax: 3458-26638

TALY

Dr. Enrico Bonatt

Departernent de Geologie
University de Bologne

Via Zamboni 17

Bologne 1-40127 ITALY

Fax: 39-51-24-31-17

MEXICO

DOr. J. Eduardo Aguayo-Camargo

Instituto de Ciencias dal Mar y
Limnaologia

Linivarsidad Macional

Autonoma de Mexico

Apartado Postal 70-205

Mexico City 04510 MEXICO

Phong: 525-548-2766

Fax: 525-548-2582

NORWAY
Dr. Eirik Sundvor
Seismology Obsarvatony
University of Bargen
Allegt 41 5000

Bergen MORWAY
Fhona:
Fax:
Telax:

RUSSIA
Dr. Leonid V. Dmitrisy.
Wemadsky Institute of
Geochamistry
Academy of Sciences
19, Kosyaina Streat
Moscow 117975
Fhonea: 137-58-36
Fax: 0895 538 2054
E-mail; geochem @ glas.apc.org
Telex: 411186 TERRA 3U

SWEDEN

Dr. Mils Holm

Department of Geology and
Geochemistny

Stockholm University

5-106 81 Stockholm SWEDEM

Phona: B-16-47-43

Fax: 8-34-58-08

E-mail: holm_n@&geckem.su.se

5213401
5-320009
42877 UBERE M

RALSSIA
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